
Success Stories 
Advocates for Homeless Veterans Commended 
 

he credit belongs to the man [or woman] who is actually in the arena;  
Whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood;  
Who strives valiantly;  

Who errs and comes short again and again;  
Who knows the great enthusiasms,  
the great devotions and spends himself [or herself] in a worthy cause.  
Who at the best, knows the triumph of high achievement;  
And who, at the worst, if he [or she] fails, at least fails while daring greatly. 

 
-- Theodore Roosevelt 

 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. –  “It’s a tough job, but we’re glad they’re doing it,” the 
head of the state veterans board said recently, commending several homeless 
veterans advocates and their organizations. 
 

“The board appreciates all who provide residential and nonresidential 
services to homeless veterans and we are proud to have signed special 
commendations for a number of key directors, employees and volunteers serving 
this special needs population,” stated George Sinopoli, chairman of the California 
Veterans Board, the policy-making board of the California Department of 
Veterans Affairs (CDVA). 

 
Sinopoli, Vice Chair Dr. Edward Feldman and members Jerry Basconcillo, 

Judy Gaze and Larry Lattman approved Certificates of Commendation, prepared 
by Executive Officer Earl Steck. 

 
“Whether they’re involved in the front door or the back door of the 

continuum of supportive services, the board members wanted some way to 
recognize the service providers’ special contributions toward helping homeless 
veterans.   

 
“These certificates provide that opportunity and say, ‘Thanks for a great 

job of caring’,” commented Steck. 
 
Glen Halsey, CDVA Veterans Services Division (VSD) chief, said, “The 

recognition endeavor was a result of the talented efforts of Steve Dakota and 
recommendations submitted by advocates who champion the cause of homeless 
veterans.” 

 
Dakota, VSD marketing coordinator, presented in person 15 

commendations. 

T 
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“It would be an understatement to say I felt privileged presenting 
awards to a few of the outstanding members of the Sacramento Veterans 
Resource, Swords to Plowshares and Sacramento Stand Down 2002,” 
Dakota recalled. 

 
When it comes to helping homeless veterans or veterans at risk of 

becoming homeless, and sometimes even their families, he believes the 
individuals and organizations recognized by the board are success stories 
everyone can be proud of. 

 
Traveling by car to south Sacramento on June 2, downtown San 

Francisco on May 30, and the state Employment Development Department’s 
One-Stop Center at Mather Field in Rancho Cordova on May 19, Dakota 
presented the following: 
 
Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board 

• Sacramento Veterans Resource Center, a division of Vietnam 
Veterans of California Inc. 

category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 
 
 

 
Director 
homeless 
veterans 
services  
 

 
Employee 
homeless 
veterans 
services  

 
Volunteer 
homeless 
veterans 
services  

 
Provider 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
Steve 
Schoenfelder 

 
Rick Dibble 

 
Gamaliel 
(Woody) 
Woodruff 

 
Robert 
(Bobby D) 
Peek 

 
Sacramento 
Veterans 
Resource 
Center 
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Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board  

• Swords To Plowshares, San Francisco 
category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 
 

 
Director 
homeless 
veterans 
services 
 

 
Employee 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Volunteer 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Provider 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
Glen 
Johnson 

 
Michael 
Blecker 

 
James 
Robinson 

 
Bill Davis 

 
Swords to 
Plowshares 
 

 
Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board 

• Sacramento Stand Down 2002 
category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 

 
Director 
homeless 
veterans 
services  

 
Employee 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Volunteer 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Provider 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 
 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
Dan Reich 

 
Barbara 
Ross 

 
Kent 
Kjelstrom 

 
Larry 
Meredith 
(posthumous)  

 
Sacramento 
Stand Down 
2002 
 

 
 Several recipients expressed their appreciation including a program 
support specialist at the Sacramento Veterans Resource Center, Gamaliel 
(Woody) Woodruff. 

 
“Steve and the California Veterans Board members, thank you for the 

commendation!   
 
“It's nice to be honored and an honor to be of service to others in need.  

Thanks again,” said Woodruff, who missed the awards presentation because he 
attended his daughter’s high school graduation. 

 
 His comments echoed in the city by the Bay. 
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Michael Blecker serves as executive director of Swords to Plowshares, 
where he has worked since 1976.  A combat infantryman during the Vietnam 
War, he says recognition is often forgotten, especially for the people who help 
homeless veterans.  Blecker says there are those who take for granted people 
serving in his line of work, under less than ideal conditions. 

 
“Like soldiers or medics in the heat of battle, we’re the ones dealing with 

homeless veterans who make it work, so when the command group so to speak 
recognizes that, it creates a good feeling.   

 
“Recognition brings institutions and care givers closer together.” 
 
One of Blecker’s fellow directors agreed. 
 
Tom Bourne, immediate past director and current assistant director of the 

Sacramento Stand Down, said the Sacramento Stand Down Association is 
honored to receive the recognition for their 2002 community outreach event. 

 
“The task force involves hundreds of volunteers and members who 

worked extremely hard for the past 11 years serving homeless veterans in the 
Sacramento area,” according to Bourne who said Sacramento Stand Down is 
pleased to provide that service and to be recognized by the California Veterans 
Board. 

 
In addition to the in-person presentations, Dakota mailed commendations 

to the following: 
 

Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board  

• New Directions Inc., Los Angeles 
category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 

 
Director 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Employee 
homeless 
veterans 
services  

 
Volunteer 
homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Provider 
homeless 
veterans 
services 
 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
George Hill 

 
Toni Reinis 

 
Dr. Lorin 
Lindner, 
PhD, MPH 
 

 
Christopher 
Russell 

 
New 
Directions 
Inc. 
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Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board  

• Veterans Crisis Programs of Central California, Fresno 
category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 

 
Director 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Employee 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Volunteer 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Provider 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 
 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
Willie Harris 

 
Dan Hartman 

 
Alan Donnan 

 
Kelli 
Hastings  
and  
Robert (Bob) 
Beebe 

 
Veterans 
Crisis 
Programs of 
Central 
California 
 

 
Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board  

• Vietnam Veterans of San Diego 
category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 

 
Director 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Employee 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Volunteer 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Provider 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 
 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
Anthony 
Cline 

 
Al Pavich 

 
Jim Hickman 

 
Rodrick 
Henderson 

 
Vietnam 
Veterans of 
San Diego 
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Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board  

• Westside Residence Hall, Inglewood 
category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 

 
Director 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Employee 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Volunteer 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Provider 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 
 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
Ivan Mason 

 
Dwight 
Radcliff 

 
Nicole Ward 

 
Beverly 
Johnson 

 
Westside 
Residence 
Hall 
 

 
Success stories awarded Certificate of Commendation by the California 
Veterans Board  

• U.S. Veterans Initiative Inc. (U.S. VETS) 
category category category category category 
 
Formerly 
homeless 
veteran 

 
Director 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Employee 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Volunteer 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 

 
Provider 
Homeless 
veterans 
services 
 

recipient recipient recipient recipient recipient 
 
Everett 
Morris Jr. 

 
Stephani 
Hardy 

 
Monica 
Guthrie 
 

 
Arthur 
Kassel 

 
U.S. VETS 

  
For related biographies, narratives, photographs and graphics, log on at 

www.cdva.ca.gov/homeless/success.asp. 
 
Said Dakota, “I congratulate all those recognized by the board and I thank 

you for putting homeless veterans first.  Paraphrasing the Classic Rock song We 
Are The Champions, as far as I’m concerned, you are the champions of the 
world.” 

 
Related sites: 
 
Sacramento Veterans Resource Center 
www.vietvets.org  
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Swords To Plowshares 
www.swords-to-plowshares.org  
 
New Directions Inc. 
www.newdirectionsinc.org  
 
Veterans Crisis Programs of Central California, Fresno 
www.gruntweb.us  
 
Vietnam Veterans of San Diego 
www.vvsd.net  
 
Westside Residence Hall, Inglewood 
www.usvetsinc.org/locations/westside.asp 
 
U.S. Veterans Initiative Inc. (U.S. VETS) 
www.usvetsinc.org/default.asp 
 

The End 


